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Newer vehicles are safer.

Vehicle safety has improved significantly.

New vehicle safety.

Newer vehicles are generally safer than older ones. In fact, 

older vehicles are over-represented in fatal vehicle crashes, 

and the average age of a vehicle involved in a fatal crash is 

increasing. In 2020, 64% of vehicle fatalities occurred 
in vehicles aged 10 years or older.1 

If you’re looking to purchase a new or near-new vehicle manufactured 
between 2018 and 2021, ANCAP SAFETY provides comprehensive safety 
rating information.

ANCAP safety ratings are determined through a series of physical crash 
tests and collision avoidance tests and assessments undertaken in 
controlled conditions in test laboratories and on test tracks.  

ancap.com.au

 1. Analysis of 2020 road fatalities from all Australian States and Territories, January 2021. 

The average risk of death 
or serious injury to the 
driver in a crash in a vehicle 
manufactured in 2019 is 
around 47% less than in a 
vehicle manufactured in 
2000.

The average risk of death 
or serious injury to the 
driver in a crash in a vehicle 
manufactured in 2019 
is 61% less than in a car 
manufactured prior to 1990.

Newer vehicle models 
feature a wide range of 
safety features including 
airbags that protect in 
frontal and side impact 
crashes, and active safety 
aids such as electronic 
stability control (ESC). 

Newer vehicles also 
must comply with a wider 
range of regulatory 
safety standards.

The majority of vehicles 
assigned with a SAFER 
PICK marker were 
manufactured from 2008 
onwards, demonstrating the 
benefits of newer vehicles 
in terms of available safety 
equipment, design integrity, 
and compliance with safety 
regulations introduced 
around this time. This also 
corresponds with ESC 
becoming widely available. 
























